
Information for Year 10 
Students and Parents:

Year 12 in 2026
Mr Brenton Marlow  and Mr Jason van Zyl



The schedule for this evening

Schedule 

• Welcome and Prayer – Mr Peletier

• Year 12 in 2026 – Mr Marlow

• VET and Non-ATAR – Mr Jason van Zyl

• Question Time



Goal for this presentation

• To know what is required of a student for them obtain a ‘Western 
Australian Certificate of Education’ or a ‘Western Australian Statement of 
Student Achievement.’

• To see examples of what combinations of courses and pathways are 
possible.

• To see how an ATAR is calculated.

• To learn about VET courses and ADWPL how to enrol in these    
opportunities. 



Guide to key abbreviations

Abbreviation Full term

ATAR Australian Tertiary Admission Rank

OLNA Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment

the Authority School Curriculum and Standards Authority

TISC Tertiary Institutions Service Centre

VET Vocational Education and Training

WACE Western Australian Certificate of Education

WASSA Western Australian Statement of Student 
Achievement

WASN Western Australian student number



Western Australian student number

Abbreviation Full term

ATAR Australian Tertiary Admission Rank

OLNA Online Literacy and Numeracy 
Assessment

the Authority School Curriculum and Standards 
Authority

TISC Tertiary Institutions Service Centre

VET Vocational Education and Training

WACE Western Australian Certificate of 
Education

WASSA Western Australian Statement of Student 
Achievement

WASN Western Australian student number



Western Australian Statement of Student Achievement

Abbreviation Full term

ATAR Australian Tertiary Admission Rank

OLNA Online Literacy and Numeracy 
Assessment

the Authority School Curriculum and Standards 
Authority

TISC Tertiary Institutions Service Centre

VET Vocational Education and Training

WACE Western Australian Certificate of 
Education

WASSA Western Australian Statement of Student 
Achievement

WASN Western Australian student number

The WASSA – All students

All students receive a Western Australian 
Statement of Student Achievement (WASSA) when 
they complete Year 12.

The WASSA:

• formally records a student’s achievement in 
every course, qualification and program that 
the student has completed in senior secondary 
schooling.

• provides evidence of achievement.



Western Australian Certificate of Education

Abbreviation Full term

ATAR Australian Tertiary Admission Rank

OLNA Online Literacy and Numeracy 
Assessment

the Authority School Curriculum and Standards 
Authority

TISC Tertiary Institutions Service Centre

VET Vocational Education and Training

WACE Western Australian Certificate of 
Education

WASSA Western Australian Statement of Student 
Achievement

WASN Western Australian student number

The WACE– Not all students get a WACE

• The Western Australian Certificate of Education 
(WACE) is awarded to students who have 
successfully completed senior secondary 
schooling in WACE studies and have met the 
WACE requirements.

• The majority of students in Western Australia 
achieve the WACE.

• Study towards the WACE can be undertaken 
over a lifetime.



WACE Requirements

Students must:

❑ demonstrate the literacy and numeracy standards

❑ meet the requirements for breadth and depth of study

❑ complete one of three course combination options

❑ complete at least four Year 12 ATAR courses OR 
❑ complete at least five Year 12 General courses and/or 

ATAR courses or equivalent OR
❑ complete a Certificate II (or higher) VET qualification in 

combination with ATAR, General or Foundation courses

❑ meet the achievement standard. 



WACE Requirements - Demonstrate the literacy and 
numeracy standards

Students must demonstrate minimum 
standards of literacy and numeracy by 
either:

❑ demonstrating the standard (Level 3 of 
the Australian Core Skills Framework) 
through the Online Literacy and 
Numeracy Assessment (OLNA); or

      * Students have two opportunities 
 per year to achieve standard in 

OLNA.

❑ pre-qualifying for a particular 
component by achieving a certain level 
in the Year 9 NAPLAN and being 
exempted from that component in the 
OLNA.

Abbreviation Full term

ATAR Australian Tertiary Admission Rank

OLNA Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment

the Authority School Curriculum and Standards Authority

TISC Tertiary Institutions Service Centre

VET Vocational Education and Training

WACE Western Australian Certificate of Education

WASSA Western Australian Statement of Student 
Achievement

WASN Western Australian student number

https://www.dese.gov.au/skills-information-training-providers/australian-core-skills-framework


A student who 
needs to sit OLNA



A student who 
needs to sit OLNA



A student who does 
not need to sit 
OLNA



WACE Requirements - Demonstrate the literacy and 
numeracy standards

A video about OLNA. Use the link below

Years 11 and 12 | OLNA (scsa.wa.edu.au)

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/assessment/olna


WACE Requirements

Students must:

✓ demonstrate the literacy and numeracy standards

❑ meet the requirements for breadth and depth of study

❑ complete one of three course combination options

❑ complete at least four Year 12 ATAR courses OR 
❑ complete at least five Year 12 General courses and/or 

ATAR courses or equivalent OR
❑ complete a Certificate II (or higher) VET qualification in 

combination with ATAR, General or Foundation courses

❑ meet the achievement standard. 



WACE Requirements - meet the requirements for 
breadth and depth of study

The breadth and depth requirement
Students must complete a minimum of 20 units or the 
equivalent, including:

❑ a minimum of ten Year 12 units or the equivalent 
(VET/endorsed programs)

❑ four units from an English learning area course, post-
Year 10, including at least one pair of Year 12 units 
from an English learning area course

❑ one pair of Year 12 units from List A 

❑ one pair of Year 12 units from List B.

*A unit is one Semester. 

List A subjects on offer 
2023

List B subjects on offer 
2023

Chemistry Career and Enterprise

Food Science and Technology Economics

Human Biology English

Integrated Science English Literature

Materials Design and 
Technology

Geography

Mathematics (Essential, 
Applications and Methods)

Indonesian 

Mathematics Specialist Modern History

Physics Politics and Law

Physical education studies

Psychology



WACE Requirements

Students must:

✓ demonstrate the literacy and numeracy standards

✓ meet the requirements for breadth and depth of study

❑ complete one of three course combination options

❑ complete at least four Year 12 ATAR courses OR 
❑ complete at least five Year 12 General courses and/or 

ATAR courses or equivalent OR
❑ complete a Certificate II (or higher) VET qualification in 

combination with ATAR, General or Foundation courses

❑ meet the achievement standard. 



WACE Requirements - Course combination options

Option 1: Complete at least four Year 12 ATAR 
courses

In Year 11 (2024) In Year 12 (2025)

English ATAR – ATAR English ATAR – ATAR

Maths Applications – ATAR Maths Applications – ATAR

Chemistry – ATAR Chemistry – ATAR

Politics and Law – ATAR Politics and Law – ATAR

Drama – General Drama – General

Materials and Design - 
General

Materials and Design - General



WACE Requirements - Course combination options

Option 2: Complete at least five Year 12 General 
courses and/or ATAR courses or equivalent

In Year 11 (2024) In Year 12 (2025)

English ATAR – ATAR English ATAR – ATAR

Maths Applications – ATAR Maths Applications – ATAR

Chemistry – ATAR Chemistry – ATAR

Politics and Law – ATAR Politics and Law – ATAR

Drama – General Drama – General

Modern History - ATAR Modern History - ATAR



WACE Requirements - Course combination options

Option 2: Complete at least five Year 12 General 
courses and/or ATAR courses or equivalent

In Year 11 (2024) In Year 12 (2025)

English - General English - General

Maths Essentials – General Maths Essentials – General

PE studies – General PE studies – General

Integrated Science– General ADWPL (Work placement)

Drama – General Drama – General

Materials and Design - 
General

Materials and Design - General



WACE Requirements - Course combination options

Option 3: complete a Certificate II (or higher) VET 
qualification in combination with ATAR, General or 
Foundation courses

In Year 11 (2024) In Year 12 (2025)

English - General English - General

Maths Foundations– General Maths Foundations– General

VETDSS VETDSS

Integrated Science– General Integrated Science– General

Drama – General Drama – General

Cert III in Music Industry Cert III in Music Industry



WACE Requirements

Students must:

✓ demonstrate the literacy and numeracy standards

✓ meet the requirements for breadth and depth of study

✓ complete one of three course combination options

✓ complete at least four Year 12 ATAR courses OR 
✓ complete at least five Year 12 General courses and/or 

ATAR courses or equivalent OR
✓ complete a Certificate II (or higher) VET qualification 

in combination with ATAR, General or Foundation 
courses

❑ meet the achievement standard. 



WACE Requirements - meet the achievement standard. 

Students must achieve 14 C grades or higher (or equivalents) in Year 11 and Year 12 units, including 
at least six C grades (or equivalents) in Year 12 units.

Example 1 – Student not passing OLNA



WACE Requirements - meet the achievement standard

Students must achieve 14 C grades or higher (or equivalents) in Year 11 and Year 12 units, including 
at least six C grades (or equivalents) in Year 12 units.

Example 2 – Student not achieving enough C’s



WACE Requirements - meet the achievement standard. 

Students must achieve 14 C grades or higher (or equivalents) in Year 11 and Year 12 units, including 
at least six C grades (or equivalents) in Year 12 units.

Example 3 – Student not achieving enough C’s, but doing an endorsed program (Work placement)



WACE Requirements - meet the achievement standard. 

Students must achieve 14 C grades or higher (or equivalents) in Year 11 and Year 12 units, including 
at least six C grades (or equivalents) in Year 12 units.

Example 4 – Student having a great year 11 but poor year 12



WACE Requirements - meet the achievement standard

Students must achieve 14 C grades or higher (or equivalents) in Year 11 and Year 12 units, including 
at least six C grades (or equivalents) in Year 12 units.

Example 5 – The same student having a great year 11 but poor year 12, but doing a cert (II)



WACE Requirements - meet the achievement standard

Students must achieve 14 C grades or higher (or equivalents) in Year 11 and Year 12 units, including 
at least six C grades (or equivalents) in Year 12 units.

If you want to check yourself you can go to…WACE Checker (scsa.wa.edu.au)

Enter VET certificate details

Enter general and ATAR course enrolments

Enter endorsed programs like 
work placement hours

Achievement in OLNA/NAPLAN

https://wacechecker.scsa.wa.edu.au/


WACE Requirements

Students must:

✓ demonstrate the literacy and numeracy standards

✓ meet the requirements for breadth and depth of study

✓ complete one of three course combination options

✓ complete at least four Year 12 ATAR courses OR 
✓ complete at least five Year 12 General courses 

and/or ATAR courses or equivalent OR
✓ complete a Certificate II (or higher) VET qualification 

in combination with ATAR, General or Foundation 
courses

✓ meet the achievement standard. 



Sample study programs – ATAR (Exams)

In Year 11 (2024) In Year 12 (2025)

English ATAR – ATAR English ATAR – ATAR

Maths Applications – ATAR Maths Applications – ATAR

Chemistry – ATAR Chemistry – ATAR

Human Biology – ATAR Human Biology – ATAR

Drama – General Drama – General

Modern History - ATAR Modern History - ATAR



Sample study programs – ATAR (Exams)

In Year 11 (2024) In Year 12 (2025)

English ATAR – ATAR English ATAR – ATAR

Maths Applications – ATAR Maths Applications – ATAR

Economics – ATAR Economics – ATAR

Politics and Law - ATAR Politics and Law - ATAR

Physics – ATAR

Psychology- ATAR Psychology- ATAR



Sample study programs – ATAR (Exams)

In Year 11 (2024) In Year 12 (2025)

English ATAR – ATAR English ATAR – ATAR

Maths Methods – ATAR Maths Methods – ATAR

PE Studies – ATAR PE Studies – ATAR

Maths Specialist - ATAR Maths Specialist - ATAR

Visual Art - General Visual Art - General

Indonesian - ATAR Indonesian - ATAR



Sample study programs – General (No Exams) 

In Year 11 (2024) In Year 12 (2025)

English ATAR – ATAR English ATAR – ATAR

Maths Essentials - General Maths Essentials - General

PE studies - General PE studies - General

VET - Cert III Education 
support

VET - Cert IV Education support

Visual Art - General Visual Art - General

Materials Design - General Materials Design - General

Note: If a scaled score of 50+ in English ATAR not likely 
a student can enrol in English General and complete a 
STAT test (English component only) after the ATAR 
exams.



Sample study programs – General (No Exams) 

In Year 11 (2024) In Year 12 (2025)

English - General English - General

Maths – General Maths – General 

Food Science - – General Food Science – General 

Career and Enterprise - 
General

Career and Enterprise - General

VET - Cert II Electrotechnology 
(Electrical pre-
apprenticeship)

VET - Cert II Electrotechnology 
(Electrical pre-apprenticeship)

Materials Design - General Materials Design - General



Sample study programs – General (No Exams) 

In Year 11 (2024) In Year 12 (2025)

English - General English - General

Maths – General Maths – General 

Economics – ATAR Economics - ATAR

Integrated Science - General Integrated Science - General

VET - Cert III IT (Cyber 
Security)

ADWPL (Work placement) with 
IT company 

Cert III Music Industry Cert III Music Industry 



Couple of things about General courses

These courses:

❑ are not externally examined 

❑ have an externally set task (EST) 
which is set by the Authority 
(during the year) 

❑ are designed for students who are 
typically aiming to enter further 
vocationally based training or the 
workforce directly from school. 

List A subjects on 
offer 2023

List B subjects on 
offer 2023

Chemistry Career and Enterprise

Food Science and 
Technology

Economics

Human Biology English

Integrated Science English Literature

Materials Design and 
Technology

Geography

Mathematics (Essential) Indonesian 

Mathematics Specialist Modern History

Physics Politics and Law

Physical education 
studies

Psychology



Couple of things about Foundation courses

These courses:

❑ focus on functional literacy and numeracy 
skills, practical work‐related experience 
and personal skills 

❑ are not an alternative senior secondary 
pathway 

❑ are for students who have not been able to 
demonstrate the minimum standard for 
literacy and/or numeracy before Year 11 
and who require significant support

❑ have an externally set task (EST) set by the 
Authority.

List A subjects on 
offer 2023

List B subjects on 
offer 2023

Chemistry Career and Enterprise

Food Science and 
Technology

Economics

Human Biology English

Integrated Science English Literature

Materials Design and 
Technology

Geography

Mathematics Indonesian 

Mathematics Specialist Modern History

Physics Politics and Law

Physical education 
studies

Psychology



Now a brief focus on ATAR

Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) courses

These courses:

❑ are examined by the School Curriculum and Standards 
Authority (the Authority)

❑ are used by the Tertiary Institutions Service Centre 
(TISC) to calculate a student’s Australian Tertiary 
Admission Rank (ATAR).   

❑ There are written examinations for all ATAR courses.

❑ There are practical examinations for some ATAR 
courses. Students must complete both examinations in 
these courses.

List A subjects on 
offer 2023

List B subjects on 
offer 2023

Chemistry Career and Enterprise

Food Science and 
Technology

Economics

Human Biology English

Integrated Science English Literature

Materials Design and 
Technology

Geography

Mathematics 
(Applications and 

Methods)

Indonesian 

Mathematics Specialist Modern History

Physics Politics and Law

Physical education 
studies

Psychology



Now a brief focus on ATAR

Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) courses

❑ Students enrolled in a Year 12 ATAR course pair of units 
are required to sit the written and, if the course has 
one, practical examination. 

❑ Students who do not sit the examination will not: 

• have a course mark or grade recorded on their WASSA

• receive an ATAR course report 

• have the pair of units completed in that year 
contribute towards any of the WACE requirements. 

List A subjects on 
offer 2023

List B subjects on 
offer 2023

Chemistry Career and Enterprise

Food Science and 
Technology

Economics

Human Biology English

Integrated Science English Literature

Materials Design and 
Technology

Geography

Mathematics 
(Applications and 

Methods)

Indonesian 

Mathematics Specialist Modern History

Physics Politics and Law

Physical education 
studies

Psychology



Calculating ATAR – Example 1

Consider the following student – Averaging 60%

Top for Avg. 60%



Calculating ATAR – Example 2

Consider the following student – Averaging 60% but with some bonus 

Top for Avg. 63%



Calculating ATAR – Example 3

Consider the following student – Now add one high achievement 

Top for Avg. 68%



Calculating ATAR – Example 4

Consider the following student – Add a second high achievement 

Top for Avg. 75%



Useful links

• School Curriculum and Standards Authority | Year 
10 Information Handbook (scsa.wa.edu.au)

• WACE Checker (scsa.wa.edu.au)

• TISCOnline - Course Search

• https://wace.atarcalc.com/ 

https://www.scsa.wa.edu.au/publications/year-10-information
https://www.scsa.wa.edu.au/publications/year-10-information
https://wacechecker.scsa.wa.edu.au/
https://www.tisc.edu.au/course/course-list.tisc
https://wace.atarcalc.com/


VET(vocational Education and Training)

Jason Van Zyl
VET Coordinator

jason.vanzyl@rehoboth.wa.edu.au



VET options at Rehoboth 

Apprenticeship / Traineeship

Out of school or

School based (part-time 
apprenticeship/traineeship 
whilst at school)

Contributes to WACE (1 credit 
point per semester)

Certificate courses 

Cert II, III or IV

Contributes to WACE
• Cert II – I credit 

point/semester
• Cert III or IV – up to 2 credit 

points/semester

ADWPL (Workplace Learning)

Minimum of 55 hrs per 
semester + logbook + skills 
journal

Contributes to WACE (I credit 
point/semester)



ASQA (Australian Skills Quality Authority) accredited VET study

Range of courses:

• Certificate I (discreet skill sets)
• Certificate II (introductory courses)
• Certificate III (work-ready courses)
• Certificate IV (advanced or specialised)
• Diploma
• Advanced Diploma

The courses typically offered to school students sit in the Cert II 
– Cert IV range.

What we offer in school...



Options for Year 11 & 12

Two-Year Courses:

• Certificate III in Music Industry
• Certificate II in Community Services
• Duration: Both courses span Year 11 and Year 12
• Delivery: Provided internally through an external Registered Training 

Organization (RTO)
• Timetabling: Integrated into the regular school timetable
• Fees: RTO auspicing fees apply



At School Example (Music).



Options for Year 11 & 12

Out of school (also known at VETDSS)

• Courses are delivered by:
• Govt TAFE colleges (students can access North and South 

Metro TAFE)
• Private Registered Training Organizations RTOs

• Usually on-site one or two days a week
• May be online (either fully or partially)

• Courses may vary in duration (1-2 years)



Out of School Examples



Out of School Examples



• Cert II Community Services
• Cert III Music
• Cert III (pre-apprenticeship) 

Electrotechnology
• Cert IV Design
• Cert II Remote Pilot (drone)
• Traineeship in Health care (Cert III)
• Cert II (pre-app) Automotive
• Cert III Screen and Media
• Cert III Fashion Design
• Cert III IT (Cyber Security)
• Cert III & IV Education Support
• Cert II Railway Maintenance

• Cert IV Business
• Cert III / IV Fitness
• Traineeship (Reece plumbing supplies)
• Cert II Printing/Graphic Art 
• Cert IV Preparation for Nursing 
• Cert IV Community Services
• Cert II Autonomous Workplace 

Operations
• Cert IV Workplace Health and Safety

…and more that I cant immediately recall.

A VET snapshot from 2023

Moving on to ADWPL...



Completion:
• Up to 2 units per year (Years 11 & 12)
• Each unit equivalent to a “C” grade in WACE

Placement:
• Available in almost any workplace to learn new skills
• Best as a regular activity (typically 1 day a week)
• Extra hours possible on weekends or holidays

Requirements
• 55 hours per unit
• Logbook, skills journal, and employer evaluation

Flexibility
• Multiple units can be completed with the same employer by mutual agreement

ADWPL – Authority Developed Workplace Learning



• Work Schedule: Part-time (1-2 days a week)

• Educational Component: Work-related study, typically Cert II or Cert III

• Credit Towards WACE:

▪ Hours can count as ADWPL (Authority-Developed Workplace Learning)

▪ Study counts as VET (Vocational Education and Training)

• Finding Opportunities:

▪ Job boards like SEEK

▪ Apprenticeship Support Network providers

• Duration:

▪ Traineeships: Up to 18 months part-time

▪ Apprenticeships: Pro-rata of the total apprenticeship duration

Part-Time Traineeships and Apprenticeships



Traineeships & Apprenticeships



Traineeships & Apprenticeships

• SIR30216 Certificate III in Retail
• SIR20216 Certificate II in Retail Services and;
• BSB40520 Certificate IV in Leadership and Management



St
ud

en
t 

St
or

ie
s

Cert. IV 
in Tertiary 

Preparation (Health 
& Disease)

Cert. II
In Electrotechnology
(Pre-Apprenticeship)

Cert. IV
Graphic Design

Apprenticeship

Seeking 
Employment/ 

FreelanceCurtin University



Possible outcomes from engaging in VET

Gaining work 
relevant skills and 

experience

Achievement of an 
industry recognised 
qualification.  Link 
to higher cert/dip

A competitive edge 
in the job market 

The opportunity to 
explore potential 

future careers

Getting started on 
a career trajectory 

whilst at school

All VET units 
appear on WASSA

Achieving WACE – 
maximum of 4 yr11 

units and 4 yr12 
units can be from 

VET

University entry 
pathway.  Cert. IV as 
70 ATAR equivalent



Where does VET fit into the plan for upper school?

From Gridlines to 
Timetable

• All students choose 1 
option from each line

• Each subject on the 
gridlines is given 5 
periods over the week

• VET/ADWPL can be 
chosen as an extra 
option

Note: a maximum of 8 VET units can be counted towards WACE (Yr11 & 12)



How does external study (Certificate/traineeship/ADWPL) fit into the 
week?

Year 11 Student

• For a student with one day out a 
week they are to enrol in 6 
courses for Semester 1

• They can make an application for 
a private study for Semester 2 on 
the basis of good standing.

• If a VET course or combination of 
courses involves two days a week 
you immediately qualify for a 
private study and select subjects 
on 5 out of 6 gridlines.



How does external study (Certificate/traineeship/ADWPL) fit into the week?

Year 12 student example

• Out of school one day every 
Friday – At work placement or 
TAFE course

• Based on year 11 achievement 
approval to be enrolled in 5 
General subjects out of 6

• Study periods as highlighted in 
yellow (to catch up on what 
he/she misses on Friday)





Goals for this presentation

• To know what is required of a student for them obtain a 
‘Western Australian Certificate of Education’ or a ‘Western 
Australian Statement of Student Achievement.’

• To see examples of what combinations of courses and 
pathways are possible.

• To see how an ATAR is calculated

• To learn about VET courses and ADWPL how to enrol in these    
opportunities. 



Checkpoints for 2024

1. Exams/Semester 1 Report.

2. TAFE applications open approx mid-July and close 
end of August.  Private RTOs usually close later in 
the year.

3. Year 10 Parent-Student Night – Gridline (Early 
Term 3 – 18 July)

4. Interviews/Course Recommendations (First two 
weeks of Term 3 – 22 July to 3 August)
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